Electrocardiography by Michael Bernreiter MD FACP 2nd ed pp xiii +202 illustrated 60s Philadelphia & Montreal: JBLippincott 1963 London: Pitman Medical This book presents a simple and conventional account of electrocardiography with an adequate description of all the major types of abnormalities. It is fully illustrated, with 162 figures, which are easy to read, and contains also a number of helpful diagrams. There is a welcome section on artifacts and technical errors. Although this volume would be useful to someone wishing to learn about the basic features of electrocardiography it cannot really be recommended. Much better books are available at a lower price. ARTHUR Although Kaposi's sarcoma is some 200 times more common over large parts of Africa than in the United States it is not yet established whether the susceptibility of the African is genetically determined or due to environmental influences; nor is it known what these might be. This symposium is an informative and stimulating account of the disease by those engaged with this problem of geographical pathology. All aspects of the disease are covered, including radiology. The 22 papers have been revised in the light of the discussions which took place during the symposium. Each is summarized in English and French and an extensive literature is quoted. Among the contributors workers from Kampala and Johannesburg are well represented, while Rothman writes from experience in Europe and America. The number of authors allows for more than one point of view.
There is general agreement that the disease in Africa south of the Sahara differs somewhat from the European form; verrucous and ulcerating lesions are more common, plaques less so. In African children lymph node involvement is the major clinical feature of the disease. Nineteen autopsy reports demonstrate that tumours may arise from internal organs, especially in Uganda: in six there were no apparent skin lesions. Differences of opinion about the histogenesis of the tumour, which is discussed exhaustively, have not all been reconciled. A schedule for radiotherapy is given. S Karger 1963 London: Pitman Medical This little monograph is headed by a quotation from Hazlitt: 'A favourite theory is a possession for life'. In this case the theories are that failure of the cerebrospinal fluid to reach the spinal theca, because of subarachnoid adhesions, is a factor in the production of hydrocephalus since more fluid is absorbed there than is generally admitted, and further that interference with the veins in the tela choroidea of the third ventricle may, through back pressure, cause excessive secretion of cerebrospinal fluid which contributes to the enlargement of the ventricles
The macroscopic and microscopic (serial sections of celloidin-embedded material) findings in 3 cases of hydrocephalus provide evidence, not perhaps entirely convincing, for these views. The first specimen came from a 3-year-old child with a meningocele. The aqueduct, 3rd and lateral ventricles were much dilated but the 4th ventricle and its exit foramina were normal. One internal cerebral vein was occluded by fibrous tissue. The second brain came from an 8-year-old mongol who died of tuberculous meningitis; there were the usual adhesions and exudates in the cistema ambiens and around the foramina of the 4th ventricle. The third case was a 24-year-old woman whose hydrocephalus was first noted when she was 3 months old. One internal cerebral vein (and the corresponding choroid plexus) were fibrosed. It is not stated whether the cerebral aqueduct was patent throughout its length.
SABINA J STRICH

Essentials ofBacteriology
by Robert G White pp ix+283 illustrated 35s London: Pitman Medical 1963 Dr White's book is a welcome addition to the range of textbooks of bacteriology designed for medical students. The general form of the book is conventional, and the contents include chapters on the biology and metabolism of microbesj parasitism, immunity, systematic bacteriology, viruses, rickettsie, fungi, spread and prevention of infection, chemotherapy and diagnosis. The subject matter is well chosen, and will help the increasingly harassed student, weighed down by the accumulation of facts in all branches of medical knowledge, to form a balanced picture of bacteriology and allied subjects. The illustrations are adequate and, as we would expect from Dr White, photographs of appearances seen by fluorescence microscopy are included. Some of the diagrams (as, for example, the one on p 128 showing antigenic structure of salmonella species) could with advantage be set out more clearly in a later edition. The style is not always easy, but on the whole this disadvantage is outweighed by the high standard of the subject matter.
The book can be recommended with confidence to students of medicine, and it is a pity that the price could not be about lOs less. A paper-back edition would, one feels, be welcome. This excellent volume contains the text of the papers given at the conference together with an edited version of the discussions. The subjects covered include the biosynthesis and action of thyroid hormones, thyroid function tests, the treatment,of thyrotoxicosis, juvenile myxcedema and defects of thyroid hormone synthesis, simple goitres, thyrotropic hormone, substances producing exophthalmos, and the management of endocrine exophthalmos, carcinoma of the thyroid, and autoimmunity in thyroid disease.
The communications are of a high standard and of absorbing interest. This book has been published with commendable speed and is recommended as required reading for all practising physicians, and for thyroid surgeons.
A G SPENCER
A Student's Guide to Geriatrics by Trevor H Howell FRCPEd pp 199 35s London: Staples Press 1963 Geriatrics is a specialty created largely by administrative rather than purely clinical needs, but the medical aspects of disease in old age require substantially more attention than they receive in standard textbooks. Dr Howell devotes the first third of his short book to an excellent discussion of the physiological, pathological and psychological changes in the elderly. The central problem of multiple pathology receives proper emphasis. Apart from a brief treatment of the social side of geriatrics, the remainder is taken up with a survey of disease in old age by systems. Here the quality is more variable. The chapters on respiratory and locomotor disorders merit special notice, but the discussion of high blood pressure and of the anxmias in the elderly is scarcely adequate, and that of the management of renal failure somewhat misleading. There is no mention of diseases of the eye or skin, nor of accidental hypothermia, a not uncommon condition virtually confined to old age. There are numerous tables, not all of them very informative, no illustrations, and no references. Despite these shortcomings, this is the best work of its kind at present available, and its price is reasonable.
F I CAIRD The accurate diagnosis of tumours in the thorax is often difficult, and what presents as a radiological shadow may have to wait for an exploratory thoracotomy and the pathologist's report before a definite diagnosis can be given. Many of the conditions which have to be considered in a differential diagnosis are rare, and individual experience is most valuable. Dr Thomas Kinsella's book is mainly a collection of cases encountered in twenty-five years of thoracic surgery. The material presentation and description of cases and the reproduction of X-rays are excellent. It is a very complete list, ranging from tumours of the chest wall through mediastinal tumours to malignant tumours of the lung, and including those inflammatory lesions such as tuberculomata with which they may be confused.
Individual emphasis is inevitable and some of the descriptions are very brief. The detail on conditions such as Hodgkin's disease and thymic tumours is less than one would have liked.
There is very little reference to the newer radiological procedures which it is hoped will increase diagnostic accuracy, and pleural biopsy is not mentioned.
Nevertheless it is a valuable book for thoracic surgeons, chest physicians and radiologists and will help towards a more complete knowledge of these difficult conditions.
